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DEAR FRIENDS,
2023 has been a year of remarkable momentum and growth for the Ann Bancroft Foundation. 

Reflecting on our collective impact, I’m reminded of the incredible courage and resilience of the 

girl-identifying youth we serve—and how, as a Foundation, we must continue to be just as bold in 

our actions.

One of my most memorable highlights of 2023 was interviewing the finalists for our inaugural 

Trailblazer Fellowship. This additional grant program, designed to support prior grantees in high 

school, awarded $2,500 each to eight extraordinary young women: Ameyir, Anushka, Isabelle, Kate, 

Keena, Margaret, Oluwabukunmi, and Sierra. Each of them embodies the boldness, creativity, and 

bravery that we aim to nurture in every girl-identifying youth who walks through our metaphorical 

or physical door.

As the girls interviewed, it was clear just how courageous and diverse their dreams are. Some 

knew exactly what they wanted to be, while others expressed uncertainty. One young woman 

candidly shared the pressure she felt—how everyone expects her to have her future figured out, 

yet she didn’t know where to start. Another poignantly asked, “How can I imagine a future when 

I’m not even sure what the world will look like?”

From those who aspire to travel far from home to those who dream of staying close to their roots, 

from aspiring philosophers to future business leaders, each finalist brought a unique vision of her 

bold future. One student, who was the quietest in our group meetings, truly came alive during 

a breakfast just the two of us shared. She told animated stories of family and school life, and we 

laughed about her detailed plans for homecoming outfits. “You’re not shy at all!” I exclaimed, 

to which she grinned and replied, “Oh no, not at all.” Another inspiring moment came when 

Anushka, one of our Trailblazers, shared how her grant allowed her to attend a STEM program. The 

experience not only ignited her passion for engineering, but connected her with a mentor who 

continues to guide her.

These bold, honest, and authentic moments remind us why we commit to this work. Together, we 

encourage girls to bravely dream, and we must do the same as a Foundation.

A YEAR OF BOLD STEPS & BRAVE JOURNEYS

2023 was a year of significant growth. We expanded our grantmaking, receiving 424 applications 

and granting to 288 girl-identifying youth across Minnesota, bringing the total number of 

grantees in our history to more than 6,000. These grants empower girls to pursue their passions 

in fields as diverse as athletics, the arts, STEM, and leadership. We’ve seen firsthand how access to 

resources and encouragement can turn dreams into bold, action steps.

We also introduced our 2023-2026 strategic plan, which outlines how we will further expand our 

impact. We increased our traditional seed grants to $1,000, giving girls more support to dream 

bigger and push further. Our alumni engagement efforts are stronger than ever, with many 

former grantees returning to give back–whether by reviewing applications, sharing insights, or 

supporting the network that helped them on their journeys.

As a fully donor-supported organization, we are deeply grateful to the 532 supporters who made 

our bold initiatives possible in 2023. Their generosity ensures our programs continue to reach 

more girl-identifying youth across Minnesota, allowing both our Foundation and the girls we serve 

to dream bigger.

LOOKING FORWARD WITH BOLD VISION

As we look ahead, our vision for the future is ambitious and bold. In 2024, we hosted our first-ever 

Girlhood Summit, bringing together girl-identifying youth, alumnae, and supporters to share their 

stories, learn from each other, and create more opportunities for future generations. We will also 

launch platforms, giving our young leaders a direct voice in shaping our future.

And there is much work ahead. Our commitment to underserved and underrepresented 

communities remains strong, and we will strategically adopt initiatives that direct resources and 

opportunities to those who need them most. As we expand our programming, we stay rooted in 

the values that have guided us from the start—listening, learning, and acting with boldness to 

ensure that every girl can pursue her dreams and strengthen her self-efficacy. Also recognizing 

that barriers and systemic inequities often prevent girls from realizing their fullest potential, we 

will spend time reflecting, alongside our community, on our role in advocating for a world where 

every girl is free to live, learn, dream and lead. The questions we ask are just as important, even if 

we don’t yet have all the answers. 

I am filled with pride for all we’ve accomplished together and 

energized by the possibilities that lie ahead. This work is a 

collective effort, and none of it would be possible without your 

continued support. Together, with our growing community of 

donors and supporters, we are building a future where every girl 

is encouraged to dream boldly and given the tools to make those 

dreams a reality. I can’t wait to see where we go from here. 

With gratitude,

Ethelind B. Kaba, Executive Director
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publishing an app in the Apple and Google Play stores. Her determination and vision have been 

recognized by organizations like U.S. Bank and media outlets such as the Rochester Post Bulletin.

Anushka is currently a second-year student at the University of Minnesota Rochester, where she 

is pursuing a degree in Health Science with a focus on Neurology and Computer Science. She 

continues to balance her academic pursuits with her environmental advocacy, and as part of the 

University of Minnesota’s Invest in Success Scholars program, she is dedicated to growing as a 

leader in her field. 

Outside of academics, Anushka enjoys outdoor 

activities such as biking and swimming and 

spends her weekends volunteering for The 

Landing, a homeless outreach organization, 

showcasing her enduring commitment to her 

community.

Anushka’s long-term goal is to continue 

creating innovative solutions for environmental 

challenges, using her skills and leadership to 

inspire others and make a positive impact on 

the world. Her journey as a Trailblazer Fellow 

and her accomplishments thus far are only the 

beginning of her promising future.

IN ANUSHKA’S WORDS:

Thinking beyond your dream you’d like to be funded, if you could spend your time focused on 

one issue currently impacting your school or community, what issue would it be and why? 

I am saddened by the lack of awareness on environmental issues and how it impacts the future 

generations in Minnesota. I am passionate about keeping our environment safe and preserved 

for the future generations. There are many things, several of them minor changes that will have 

immense impact on reducing global warming emissions. 

Communities play a key role in making these changes happen. When I visited Portland, Oregon 

last year, stores did not give out plastic bags or have single use plastics. Public transportation was 

more frequent and predictable, encouraging people to use cars less. 

In the Midwest we prefer convenience over protection of our environment. We buy items 

designed for single use like plates and cutleries for parties and gatherings. Some households even 

use them so that it is convenient to use and throw away. Nobody is educating them or preventing 

them from throwing these in the landfills. 

2023 Trailblazer Fellow, Anushka Kollengode’s 

commitment to environmental sustainability 

began at a young age and has grown into 

a passion for creating tangible solutions 

to address global issues. As a resident of 

Rochester, Minnesota, Anushka has made 

a significant impact through her innovative 

work, including the development of an app 

designed to reduce littering in her community. 

Inspired by her concern for the environment, 

Anushka co-created a mobile application, 

Green 3, which helps users locate the nearest 

trash and recycling bins to ensure proper 

disposal of waste. With the help of a grant from 

the Ann Bancroft Foundation, she is working 

to expand the reach of this app, meeting 

with potential partners like the Olmsted 

County Recycling Center and environmental 

organizations such as the Sierra Club.
ANUSHKA 
ROCHESTER, 12TH GRADE

IMPACT STORY

Anushka’s efforts have earned her widespread 

recognition, including the prestigious Girl Scout 

Gold Award. This project not only reflects her 

deep concern for environmental issues, but also 

her commitment to leadership and community 

engagement. Anushka’s bold dream is for 

Green 3 to be adopted by local agencies and 

eventually gain worldwide recognition, helping 

to reduce litter and raise awareness about the 

consequences of improper waste disposal.

Through this initiative, Anushka has learned 

valuable skills such as marketing, business 

development, and the technical intricacies of 
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This lack of awareness and rules regarding the safe keeping of our environment is one of the 

biggest issues to be tackled in the Midwest especially in Minnesota. We could start small by 

banning all plastic bags in grocery stores and people should bring their own bags for groceries. 

Then impose fines for littering and excessive garbage. Those are some small steps we can start 

with. 

Describe something about yourself that you 

are proud of and why that matters to you. 

I am proud of fighting the stereotypes. I love 

technology and am not afraid to develop skills 

where girls are usually not encouraged. The 

accomplishment I am very proud of, is helping 

my friend (who is on the autism spectrum), 

using technology. She becomes anxious with 

closed captions, high volume and bright 

screens. I helped to set her laptop in such a way 

that it reduced her anxiety. Using Alexa, I also 

created reminders for various classes and soft 

music to play during lunch break and recess. 

It gave me immense joy when she was named 

the student of the quarter. It matters a lot to me for helping differently abled kids since I know 

firsthand about the difficulty of being different since I am a deaf and hard of hearing student.

Advice for anyone: Follow your passions and dreams. Do your part, however small it may seem as 

it does make a difference, even if it’s just for one person.

TRAILBLAZER FELLOWS IN THEIR OWN WORDS

If you could spend your time focused on one issue currently impacting your school or 

community, what issue would it be and why?

Ameyir (Minneapolis, 11th grade): 

One issue that is currently impacting my community that I would 

like to focus on is gun violence. Gun violence is a massive problem 

in North Minneapolis. Not only is gun violence a problem itself for 

taking people’s sons and daughters, nieces, and nephews. Gun 

violence took my classmate, a friend of mine who was supposed 

to walk across the graduation stage with the Class of 2024. He is 

no longer with us due to the gun violence in North Minneapolis. If I had the power to change gun 

violence, I would. Not just gun violence in Minneapolis - gun violence everywhere. No individual 

should have to worry about their safety while they are outside in the world doing simple things 

based on their environment.

Isabelle (Lanesboro, 12th grade): 

At age three, my mother allowed me to begin violin lessons with 

the Suzuki Method. Shinichi Suzuki observed that children become 

fluent in their mother tongue long before learning how to read 

words. Likewise, he reasoned, children could develop proficiency in 

technique and ear training long before learning how to read music. 

Mr. Suzuki prescribed a delightful practice regimen of listening (for 

ear training), technique exercises (to develop good posture and form), and simple rhythmic songs 

(for musical development). The most important aspect of his philosophy, however, is the learning 

triangle: teacher, student, and parent. All three are equally necessary for a successful, nurturing 

musical education built on a foundation of love (“Character first, ability second,” Suzuki insisted). 

Parents attend every lesson, learning the exercises and songs so they can help the child practice 

at home, as well as receiving creative ideas and guidance for developing a joyful and encouraging 

practice environment.  

Traditional music instruction is in the shape of a straight line: teacher and student. I want to 

introduce the triangle method in my violin studio and actively engage the student’s parent(s) in 

the process. I want to inspire them with the Suzuki Method and involve them in their children’s 

musical journey so that it can become a rewarding, bonding, enriching experience for all. 

IMPACT STORIES: ANUSHKA TRAILBLAZERS IN THEIR OWN WORDS 98



Kate (St. Michael, 11th grade): 

In my community, I would like to tackle overconsumption 

because of its impact on our environment. In mine and the 

neighboring town, there are three energy drink shops. Hundreds 

of students at my school buy drinks from these stores every 

day. I would like to introduce legislation or convince the owners 

to give a discount of maybe $0.50 to customers who bring in 

a reusable cup and straw. This would profoundly decrease my 

community’s use of plastic. Even if the government or owners don’t do anything about this issue, 

I can and do encourage myself and others to use reusable straws instead of plastic ones. Another 

thing I am passionate about is the overconsumption of clothing, which I am currently working on. 

I have started a Slow Fashion Club at my school to combat fast fashion, which is an increasingly 

shorter trend cycle leading to the overconsumption of clothing. My club crochets (and hopefully 

soon knits) garments for ourselves and others to involve ourselves in the clothing industry, and 

have more control over the origins of our clothing. We also have a direct, positive impact on our 

county because members can donate their garments to local shelters. 

Keena (St. Paul, 11th grade): 

My area of focus would be promoting empathy and 

understanding. I believe many of today’s problems stem from 

distrust or hatred of groups seen as “other,” such as people 

with different backgrounds, religions, races, sexualities, or 

gender expressions than one’s own. These issues could be 

lessened or fixed with more empathy and understanding of our 

commonalities. 

In fact, theatre is my favorite art medium and dream because it allows me to tackle these very 

issues. When watching a play or a musical, people step into another world for a few hours. This 

immersive experience allows people to gain a better understanding of others and the world we 

all live in once they emerge from the production because they have seen life from another angle. 

The empathy that theatre fosters is irreplaceable.  

Theatre also creates a sense of community among people who may not initially have much in 

common, such as audiences, actors, and stage crews, which often leads to more understanding. 

With so much polarization in our society, it is important to strengthen groups that build 

community, like theaters and the Ann Bancroft Foundation. Sharing experiences and working 

together to achieve common goals are key to promoting empathy. 

Margaret (St. Paul, 10th grade): 

I would focus on making my community and schools a more 

inclusive environment for people with disabilities. It seems to 

me, that we can do a better job of embracing and celebrating 

people’s differences. I have witnessed firsthand the emotional 

toll bullying has had on my siblings with Autism. Too often, it 

seems that people who are different are expected to adapt to 

the world around them. There is not enough effort made by 

society to adapt to those who are neurodiverse. 

Oluwabukunmi (Rosemount, 11th grade): 

I would focus on the issue of mental health in both the lives of 

high school and college students, especially BIPOC students, 

because, as a PSEO student, I understand the effects the 

pressure and stress of school can have on a person’s mental 

health. I see school as a place where people can thrive. However, 

I hate seeing my peers crying over a bad grade or depressed 

because a class is too hard. I want my school to be a place where 

students can fail without feeling defeated. 

Sierra (Roseville, 12th grade): 

 If I could spend my time focused on one issue currently 

impacting my school and community, it would be mental 

illnesses and mental health issues that people have been 

dealing with recently, especially after the COVID-19 pandemic. So 

many people have been struggling with their mental health as a 

result of the isolation during the pandemic. I’ve seen first hand 

the detrimental effect this has on a person and their support 

system. I would want resources to be made available to these 

people who are struggling, without any judgment or stigma 

surrounding getting help.

1110



 Grades K-5: 46 

 Grades 6-8: 49 

 Grades 9-12: 193

 Education, Skill 

      Development, 

      and STEM: 85 

 Arts and Creative 

      Expression: 80 

 Adventure and 

      Exploration: 62 

 Sports and 

      Athletics: 61

 Greater MN: 79 

 Metro Counties: 209

 White/Caucasian: 133 

 Black or African: 72 

 Multi Racial: 45 

 Asian: 26 

 Hispanic: 7 

 American Indian: 2 

 Not Disclosed: 2 

 Native Hawaiian: 1

2023 IMPACT SURVEY
KEY FINDINGS

Before completing their activity, 65% 
said they are proud when they try 
something new, even if it’s hard or if 
they fail. After finishing their grant 
activity, 93% said they are proud 
when they try something new. 

92% said that their funded activity helped 
them learn more about themselves.

98% said that their funded activity 
changed their life for the better.

90% said that their funded activity helped 
them do something different than 
they would normally do. 

Figures represent survey respondents.

76%

99% said they have an adult (who is not 
in their family) that they trust after 
completing their grant activity.

said that they could not have 
participated or don’t know if 
they could have participated in 
their activity without the grant.

DEMOGRAPHICS

Confidence

“This activity made me proud that I could run 
a successful small business run by me, my 
sister, and my family. It helped me to see that 
you can do anything you put your mind to. It is 
inspiring to see that 3 years ago I was living in 
the city and only had a dream. Now I live on a 
farm and live my dream.”

Grantee, 9th Grade

Character

“I learned so much about myself, this activity 
helped me learn to put my thoughts in order. 
Learning how to be more proud of myself and 
my work when I finish it. It helped me realize 
my work is more valued than I had previously 
thought.”

Grantee, 9th Grade

Competence

“I was really excited and used the grant to 
get the iPad and start the online classes. 
Some days it was easy and I made a lot of 
artwork. Other days I struggled. But I did like 
the experience because it’s helping me and I 
wouldn’t have been able to do it without the 
grant.”

Grantee, 7th Grade

+28% +16% Before completing their activity, 
79% said they were confident in 
themselves. After completing 
their grant activity, 95% feel 
confident in themselves.

288 
GRANTS AWARDED
OUT OF 424 APPLICATIONS 

RACEAGE GROUP LOCATIONACTIVITY

Connection

“The most challenging part of the trip was being 
away from my family. I’m very close with my family 
and I rely on them for a lot of support. But through 
the trip, I learned that my friends could also be my 
family and I found a new family within my trip.”

Grantee, 10th Grade

Caring

“I learned so much about myself. I was able to 
reach out to my mentor for help. They didn’t judge 
me, but instead told me my options and told me 
they believed in me.”

Grantee, 11th Grade

“It showed me that I could try something new 
that I didn’t know I could do. I would have never 
thought at my age that I could get a grant based 
on my ideas. That was really a great experience for 
me.”

Grantee, 7th Grade

“I went on an HBCU Tour. Doing that I met so 
many Black girls with the same aspirations as 
me, similar hobbies and even some similar weird 
interests. I couldn’t be happier about going on the 
trip. The girls I went with helped me break out of 
my shell and they lifted me up the whole time.”

Grantee, 12th Grade
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FINANCIALS
 

Net Assets 12/31/2022   $1,143,888 

Change in Net Assets Unrestricted   $7,499 

Change in Net Assets with Restrictions   $(3,238)

Net Assets 12/31/2023   $1,148,149 

Operating 

Revenues 

$880,699

vs.

2022 $907,023

Operating 

Expenses 

$876,438

vs.

2022 $684,053

Operating 

Income 

$4,261

vs.

2022 $222,970

Total Assets 

$1,289,979

vs.

2022 $1,259,804

Total Liabilities 

$141,830

vs.

2022 $115,916

Net Assets 

$1,148,149

vs

2022 $1,143,888

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: JULIE COHEN
Julie Cohen (she/her) is the Development Director at the Loft 

Literary Center. She also enthusiastically serves on the board of 

directors for the Shannon Leadership Institute and is involved 

with several nonprofit committees, including the Ann Bancroft 

Foundation and Headwaters Foundation for Justice. Julie is a 

lover of words, cherishes being Aunt Juju to eight niblings, and 

has what her husband calls a “TV addiction”.

Julie has been instrumental in this effort as the Volunteer 

Experience Lead for the annual celebration. This event not only 

celebrates the achievements of grantees, but also serves as our 

largest fundraiser, accounting for 33% of our revenue in 2023. She deftly guides our volunteers who 

play an essential role behind the scenes, ensuring everything runs smoothly. Julie elaborated on 

why she regularly dedicates her time, talents, and sense of humor to the Ann Bancroft Foundation:

How did you first get involved with the Ann Bancroft Foundation, and what inspired you 

to volunteer? Jamie Millard, who co-chaired the annual celebration for two years, asked me to 

volunteer. Jamie is a dear friend, a mom of three young girls, and knows how much I adore my 

nieces. Jamie’s three strong-willed, creative, and loving girls, and my two brave, smart, and sassy 

nieces inspired me to volunteer with the Ann Bancroft Foundation. 

What has been your most rewarding experience managing volunteers at the annual 

celebration? Meeting all the wonderful humans who share a passion for supporting the dreams of 

young girls! It’s always a beautiful thing to witness people showing up for other people in that way. 

Can you share a memorable moment or interaction that stands out from your time 

volunteering? Watching my 10-year-old niece, Svea, naturally stepping up as a leader at the gala. 

She jumped right in as an ambassador of ABF, greeting guests as they arrived and even helping 

troubleshoot tech. There’s nothing she won’t or can’t do (except clean her room when asked, but 

she’s working on it). 

What motivates you to continue supporting the Foundation year after year? I strongly believe 

in the mission of ABF. I want my nieces and young girls everywhere to never lose sight of their 

dreams and to always believe that they can do whatever they set their minds to. I want that spark 

in them to burn bright well into adulthood and to never be extinguished. 

What is one lesson you’d give your younger self? Don’t ever make yourself smaller for anyone 

else. Be bold. Be brave. Be loud. Wear that “sassy” label with pride!

2023 ANNUAL CELEBRATION COMMITTEE

Amy Watters

Anna White Lovely

Caroline Correia

Jamie Millard

Jenn Schaal

Julie Cohen

Kate Metzger

Leila Keita

Luciano Patino

Pahoua Yang Hoffman

Pamela Roemer

Robert Radtke

Susan Diamond
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BOARD MEMBER PROFILE: SHARON OLSON
Sharon Olson has been a dedicated member of our board for 

many years, and currently serves as Director Emerita. Sharon’s 

commitment has touched every corner of the Foundation, 

from finance and development to program leadership. Even 

today, she continues to support the organization’s growth, 

helping expand staff benefits, including retirement, and 

guiding strategic investments.

We asked Sharon to reflect on her journey and share her 

insights on why she remains so engaged with the ABF. 

I grew up on the outskirts of a small farm community of 300 people. Outside of going to school 

and helping on the farm, there were not many opportunities available for me. Being a good 

student, I often felt isolated and like an outsider. 

In the fall when I was in third grade, our teacher announced that we were going to have an 

election for class president. Even though I was a very shy young girl, something in me sparked 

at this opportunity, and having a goal in mind helped me to overcome my fears! Looking back, I 

recall spending a great deal of time creating flyers, writing and giving speeches for my classmates, 

and campaigning to my small elementary school class; my hard work paid off, and on “election” 

day, I was elected as my class president.

The satisfaction and joy I felt in this achievement is something I will never forget. Having been 

chosen by my classmates as a leader, I began to understand that taking the risk made me feel 

much better about myself and gave me courage to take other risks. A few years later, when I was 

in sixth grade, the local American Legion chose me to attend an event in the Twin Cities for girls 

and leadership at the Minnesota State Capitol. They provided a small grant, and with additional 

funds I raised through my paper route, babysitting, and waitressing, I found a way to attend, but 

without the small grant from the American Legion, it would not have been possible for my family 

to afford to send me. The ABF grant would have made this opportunity possible for me. At an early 

age, these experiences opened a window for me into who I could be, and without that support 

around leadership as a young person, I would not be the person I am today. 

My hope is to be an inspiration for others that are trying to reach their goals and dream, and 

continue to encourage and help where I can.

Ann Bancroft
Founder & Director Emerita

Bancroft Arnesen Explore

Dr. Amy Bergstrom
Vice Chair

College of St. Scholastica

Kelly McNamara
Mortenson

Andy Steiner-Manning
Freelance Journalist

Lee Vue
Secretary

Seiche

Jackie Hartman
Board Chair

The Nature Conservancy

Sara Kilian
Treasurer

Perforce Software

Veda Pai-Panandiker
Cargill

Sarah Strehl
ECMC

Ethelind B. Kaba
Executive Director

Amy Eppen
Director of Development

Grace Schreder
Operations Administrator & 

Executive Assistant

Lauren Skar
Program Coordinator

Amal Yasin
Program Intern

Carley Knox
Minnesota Lynx

Dr. Gigi Chawla
Children’s Minnesota

LaCora Bradford Kesti
Women’s Foundation of 

Minnesota

Jade Denson
Target

2023-2024 Retired Board Members 
Laura Fingerson, Amy Watters

Jan Malcolm
Director Emerita

MN Dept. of Health (Ret.)

Sharon Olson
Director Emerita

Olson Wealth Group

NON-BOARD COMMITTEE MEMBERS
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Angie Boelter, Danbury Finance & Accounting 

Jason Seifert, Jeremiah Program

Kari Henry, RSM US LLP

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Jill Miller, Jeremiah Program

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Angela Gust, Kimberly-Clark

Jeri Meola, EGL ACE Research

Mary Jones, Goodwill-Easter Seals Minnesota

Sarah Stout-Miller, Guthrie Theater 

We extend heartfelt thanks to our 2023 grant 
reviewers for their time and dedication!
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Memorials & Tributes

Individual Donors

DONORS 
In 2023, 532 kind-hearted donors ensured 

the continued growth and long-term 

sustainability of the Ann Bancroft Foundation.

Stephanie Adams

Susan Albrecht

Suzette Allaire

Lori Anderson

Anonymous

Sara Armstrong

Pamela Arnold

Jennifer Arriola*

Liz Atchison

Solange Baird

Ann Bancroft

Carolyn Bancroft

Connie Barry

Elissa Becker

Maurice Blanks

Angie Boelter

Susan Boren

Liz Borer

Trenda Boyum

Lisa Brezonik

Lauren Buckley

John Butler

Marty Byers

Therese Caldwell

Sylvia Carlson

Chris & Jenny Chapman

Dr. Pamela Gigi Chawla

John Christakos

Kate Cimino

Scott Cole

Keiona Cook

Robyn Cousin

Jane Cowles

Amy Crawford & Alice Johnson

Virginia Dale

Nancy Dana

Jade Denson

Susan Diamond

Lindsay DiLorenzo

Mairi Doerr

Anne Dresen

Heidi Dzieweczynski

Amelia Ebel

Sally Ehlers

Na Eng

Sarah Engstrom

Matthew Entenza

Gabriela Ephrem

Amy & Matt Eppen

Sarah Erkkinen

Eugene Ernst

Charles & Mary Field

Laura Fingerson

Marta Fraboni

Robyn Frank

Justin Freiberg

Jim Ganger

Elaine Gaston

Barbara Gerolimatos

Rahoul Ghose

Meg Gilbertson

Lisa Godon

Kate Golden

Katherine Goodrich

Dianne Goodwin

Joanne Grobe

Marilyn Guy

William Guy

Moh Habib

Reham Habib

Staphanie Haddad

Mark Harrison

Jolene Hart

Christina Hartman

Jackie Hartman*

Cynthia Hendricks

Kari Henry

Constance Hilliard Coyne

Christina Hennington & 
Michelle Hoff

Melanie Hoffert

Brian & Pahoua Yang Hoffman

Jean Housh

Leeanne Huber

Elizabeth Huey

Matthew Hunt

Jen Huwe

Clarissa James

Nancy Johnson

Peggy Johnson

Mary Jones & Dominic 
Papatola

Ani Jordan

Robert Joslin

Ethelind Kaba

Ibrahima Kaba

Amy Kania

Megan Kaplan

Amber Karcher-Ramos

Kari Kehr-Dzieweczynski*

Erin Keyes

Ann Kildahl

Sara & Amy Kilian

* Indicates individuals who joined the Legacy Society by including the Ann Bancroft Foundation in their estate plans.

IN HONOR OF:

Sara Kilian 
– Kathleen Reisdorf

Donuts & Ginger Beer 
– Ben Kressel

Irene Quarshie 
– Michelle Hoff

Jackie Hartman 
– Ethelind Kaba

Jan Malcolm 
– Erin Elizabeth Simunds 
– Virginia Dale

Kim Taing Eng 
– Na Eng

Nancy Polette 
– Karen Pavlicin

LC Curtis 
– Rita Younger

Ethelind, Yayra, & Zayna 
– Pahoua Yang Hoffman

Margot 
– Lydia Hemmer

Annika Henry 
– Joanne Henry

Carley Knox 
– Elizabeth Huey

IN MEMORY OF:

Kris Carlton 
– Stephen & Heidi Burch

Beverly Ann Carver 
– Eugene Ernst

Cecilia Frederick 
– Loretta Frederick

Debbie Bancroft 
– John K. Butler 
– Helga Lange 
– Kath Sharp

Judy & Bonnie 
– Sylvia Stanley

Juliann Burton McGuire 
– Tamara Bergan 
– Elizabeth Popalisky 
– Jay Schrader 
– Mandi Sinell 
– Pamela Arnold

Kari Larson 
– Pam Nelson

Mary & Charles Field 
– Kathy Amerongen 
– Mary Bloomquist 
– Geraldine Bullard 
– Sue Gage 
– Annelle & Gus Gospodarek 
– Jane Hagstrom 
– Leslie Hedrick 
– Paul & Julie Larson 
– Sally & Jack Miesen 
– Gretchen Otto 
– Linda Pfaff 
– M. H. Schulz 
– David M. Waterbury 
– Anna Wirth
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Julie Kimble

Elizabeth Kleber

Eleanor Kniffen

Liz Kniffen

Carley Knox & Cheryl Reeve

Pam Kosanke

Marc Kowalski

Steve Kozachok

Bobbi Jo Lamar Brunson & 
Rebekkah Lamar Brunson

Sarah Lang

Helga Lange

Dawn LaPrairie

Dorothy Lauer

Tamara Lee

David Lemon

Deborah Liang

Brenda Lightbody 

Monica Lightfoot

Kelly Lindberg

Jake Loesch

Anna Lovely

Peggy Lucas

Craig Luedemann & Mary 
Robischon

Jennifer Lundblad

Bill Lynch

Lonna Lysne

Christi Mack

Jan Malcolm*

Kelly Marchwick

Ruth Maynard

Stephanie McCleerey

Julie McDonough

Kelly McNamara

Jamie Millard

Jill Miller

Roya Moltaji

Jennifer Monfils

Anne Munsinger & Tali Lee

Olivia Nathan

Annie Nelson Stanoch

Gail Ngafua

Paula O’Loughlin

Penny Oleson

Timothy Olken-Hunt

Sharon Olson*

Sandra Overland

Luciano Patiño

Gloria Perez

Kris Petersen

Anna Petosky

Colleen Porter

Paul Pribbenow

Irene Qualters

Leela Rao

Kathleen Reisdorf

Carole Reycraft

Janet Rice

Maribeth Romslo

Kennon Rothchild

Diane Ruppert

Barb Saatzer

Ric Saatzer

David Saber

Evelyn Sadowski

Erin Saewert

Tony Sanneh

Stephanie Sauer

Jumana Schmuhl

Linda Schneewind

Andrea Schrieffer

Sherry Schultz

Anne Schwartz

Linda Scott

Dawn Selle

Debarati Sen

Kim Senn

Kath Sharp

Lee Sheehy & Cathy Lawrence

Alexandra Siclait

William Simpson

Mandi Sinell

Christopher Sitek

Liz Sjaastad

Dennis Smith

Tracy Smith

Nadege Souvenir

Joyce Spehar

Marla Spivak

Sylvia Stanley

Keiko Sugisaka

John Sullivan

Mary Swanson

Teresa Thompson

Krista Thull

Elizabeth Timmesh

Pam Tomczik

Debbie Tufts

Krista Twesme

Dr. Artika Tyner

Jess Von Bank

Peter Vujovich

Individual Donors

* Indicates individuals who joined the Legacy Society by including the Ann Bancroft Foundation in their estate plans.

Nancy Warner

Benita & Michael Warns

Lucia Watson

Ali Weber

Michael Weber

Stefani Weber

Suzanne Weinstein

Charlotte Weithoff-Bradley

Megan Welty

Pete Whaley

Jeremy Wheaton

Steph Winters

Julie Wissinger

Meggie Wittorf

Hunter & Adam Wright

Ianthe Zabel

Jo Ann Zimmermann

Kristin Zinsmaster

Individual Donors

Corporate & Foundation Donors

3M

Adelante Advisors

The Barry Foundation

Blaze Credit Union

BMW of Minnetonka

CarVal Investors Foundation

CHS Inc

The Craig & Beverley Miller 
Family Fund

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

ECMC Foundation

F.R. Bigelow Foundation

Fidelity Charitable

Fredrikson & Byron P.A.

Girls In Action

HealthPartners

HRK Foundation

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

James T. Nystrom Foundation

Jones Day

The Karuna Fund

Libby Rose Family Foundation

M. A. Mortenson Co

Mall of America

McCormick Hadley Family Fund

Medtronic Foundation

Melissa Raphan & Tom Rock 
Charitable Fund

Midway Bicycle Supply

The Minneapolis Foundation

Minnesota Lynx & Timberwolves

Mr. Michael Recycles Bicycles LLC

Old National Bank

Otto Bremer Trust

Perforce Software, Inc.

Polaris Industries, Inc.

Rogue Foundation

Ron and Barb Fraboni 
Family Fund

Rudy Luther Toyota

The Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

Sarah J. Andersen Fund 
of the Hugh J. Andersen 
Foundation

Seeds of Change

Terrance & Bette Noble 
Foundation

Tides Foundation

U.S. Bank

The Walser Foundation

Women’s Foundation of 
Minnesota

PLEASE NOTE: The list of individual donors includes those who contributed $200 or more in 2023. 

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of these lists. If there is an error, kindly contact Amy 

Eppen at amye@annbancroftfoundation.org or 612-361-8191 so we may correct our records.
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2023 PowHER Partners

Thank you to our 2023 PowHER Partners who generously provided gifts totaling over $62,000. Your 

gifts bring bold, ambitious dreams to life! 

Alene G. Sussman, Executive Director of the Minnesota Jewish Community Foundation & 
Senior Director of Minneapolis Jewish Federation Charitable Gift Planning	   
“Although much progress has been made, gender inequality still exists and there remains 
so much opportunity for girls to have a chance to live their dream and reach their full 
potential. ABF provides that chance for the trajectory of a girl’s life to be shifted upwards.”

Andy Steiner-Manning, Writer, author, & editor 
“Sometimes good things come out of even the toughest situations. I once lost a job, but 
found an amazing career opportunity.”

 

Dr. Artika Tyner, Speaker, author, & educator 
“Lean into those things that may seem a little too difficult, may seem complicated, because that’s 
where the learning can happen. And for the future ABF grantees, I’m going to bring in a quote 
here from the former president of Liberia, Ellen Sirleaf Johnson. She gave us this notion that if our 
dreams are not big enough to scare us, they’re not big enough. So I want you to dream big.” 

Irene Quarshie, Senior Vice President of Global Supply Chain & Logistics for Target Corporation 
“Even with my professional success, I sometimes find myself low on confidence and courage. 
It’s been important for me to have a great support system—friends, family, colleagues—to lean 
on, vent with, and problem solve. Who you surround yourself with is so important!” 

Janet Stellpflug, Partner at Ropers Majeski 
“There will always be people who, because of their own ignorance, view women as lesser or 
weaker. What matters is how you view yourself. Tune out all that noise!!!”

Reham Habib, Vice President of Brand Partnerships & Business Development at Target 
“The best thing you can do is to believe in yourself, determine what you want to do and 
pursue your own dreams for your life versus doing things that other people may want for you.”

Sue J. Albrecht, Retired 
“My partner Nancy loved to teach and loved to focus on girls. She believed deeply that ABF 
was a form of teaching and inspiring girls especially to follow their dreams. And so do I!”

Additional thanks to Mairi Doerr for supporting this campaign!

DEAR ESTEEMED ANN BANCROFT 
FOUNDATION COMMUNITY,
Reflecting on the past year, we are filled with immense gratitude for the incredible community 

that joins together to support and inspire grantees of the Ann Bancroft Foundation. Thanks to you, 

our vision of ensuring every girl-identifying youth lives their potential, grows stronger.

We are excited about the pivotal initiatives that will shape our future, like our inaugural Girlhood 

Summit. The summit brought together youth, alumnae, mentors, and supporters from across the 

state to share their stories and insights. The nature of our work continues to evolve, but the critical 

role of knowledge-sharing and mentorship remains foundational to centering girls as they pursue 

their dreams. The collective power of our alumnae and the relevance of our programs are vital 

to creating the long-term change we seek. With your partnership, we continue to invest in these 

areas and ensure girls across Minnesota—and beyond—have the resources and support they need.

We are currently evaluating our mentorship model to deepen its impact on our girls and 

their mentors alike. Our strategic framework focuses on expanding mentorship opportunities 

and offering greater connections of support. We are committed to ensuring that every girl is 

encouraged to dream big and has immediate access to the critical resources and relationships 

that usher those dreams towards reality.

As we approach our 28th year, we will also focus our efforts on organizational sustainability.  With 

you as an enduring partner, our work will impact future generations and enable girls to thrive. 

Our focus on financial stability and building capacity will anchor our programs, allowing us to 

expand our grantmaking, mentorship, and development opportunities. We are excited to create a 

foundation that stands the test of time, helping the next generation of leaders build competence, 

confidence, and community.

Thank you for being an essential part of this journey. Your commitment to our mission makes our 

work possible, and for that, we extend our heartfelt thanks. 

Ann Bancroft 

Founder

Jackie Hartman 

Board Chair

2322



IMAGINE SOMETHING BIGGER | 2356 University Ave W, Suite 404, Saint Paul, MN 55114 | annbancroftfoundation.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POWERING THE NEXT GENERATION OF LEADERS 
 
 

 

April 24, 2025 
5:00 - 9:00 PM 

THE DEPOT, MINNEAPOLIS 
225 3rd Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 

 

 
CELEBRATION OVERVIEW 
• Delicious food and cash bar 

• Connect and engage with 
community members 

• Excellent entertainment 

• Live & silent auctions 

• Memorable and uplifting 
program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Amy Eppen, 
Development Director, at 
amye@annbancroftfoundation.org 
with questions or for additional 
information. 

GRANTS, MENTORSHIP, AND DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The Ann Bancroft Foundation (ABF) is in its 27th year of steadfastly investing in 
the bright futures of girl-identifying youth in Minnesota and equipping them 
with the knowledge, skills and resources essential to thrive. ABF remains the sole 
organization in Minnesota to offer programming that combines grant awards, 
mentorship, and development opportunities for girls enrolled in Kindergarten-12th 
grade. Grantees are encouraged to “imagine something bigger” for their future 
and partake in a broad range of activities and opportunities where they express 
themselves, ignite an interest or fuel a passion, deepen their knowledge, and push 
themselves further than ever.  

 
POSITIVE IMPACT ON ABF GRANTEES 
The Ann Bancroft Foundation programming has an uplifting and transformational 
impact on our 5,700+ grantees, aligning seamlessly with our Theory of Change. 
The Ann Bancroft Foundation believes investing in girls by increasing access to 
transformative experiences builds COMPETENCE, CONFIDENCE, CONNECTION, 
CHARACTER AND CARING, and disrupts the impacts of gender inequities by 
helping girls build skills to navigate today’s challenges, and laying the foundation 
for future successes that strengthen our communities. 

What’s more – 100% of girls surveyed agreed that their funded activity helped 
them learn more about themselves and changed their lives for the better. 81% of 
evaluated grant recipients reported that without their grant, they were unsure 
if they would have been able to participate in their activity. And 94% of the girls 
surveyed indicated that their mentor’s support helped them succeed. 

 
SPONSORING THE 2025 ANNUAL EVENT 
This work continues to change girls’ lives with proceeds raised at the Ann Bancroft 
Foundation annual celebration, our primary fundraiser. The 2025 event takes place 
on April 24, 2025, at the Depot in downtown Minneapolis. As with our 2024 event, 
we anticipate over 650 guests to attend including young women, long-time and 
new donors, grantee alumna, mentors, parents, board members, staff, 
community partners, and their guests. The revenue generated at this event is 
essential to continuing to provide grants, programming, and resources to 
talented, driven girls across the state. When you commit to an event sponsorship, 
you and your organization proudly partner with the Ann Bancroft Foundation and 
directly support girls in reaching their full potential. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2025 ANNUAL EVENT 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SAVE THE DATE
FOR OUR 2025 
ANNUAL EVENT!

April 24, 2025  5:00 - 9:00 PM  at  The Depot -  225 3rd Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN

To learn more about our work, visit AnnBancroftFoundation.org

YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL!
At the Ann Bancroft Foundation, we are 100% funded by the generosity of individual supporters 

like you. Your contributions directly help girl-identifying youth pursue their dreams and build 

brighter futures. Together, we are creating lasting change, one bold step at a time.

WAYS TO GIVE:

•	 Visit: annbancroftfoundation.org/support/contribute

•	 Check with your employer about matching gifts 

to double your impact!

•	 Mail personal checks, made payable to the 

Ann Bancroft Foundation, to:

	» Ann Bancroft Foundation, 

2356 University Ave. W., #404 

St. Paul, MN 55114-1892

•	 Join the Legacy Society by including the Ann Bancroft Foundation in your will, 

trust, or estate plan. Contact Amy Eppen, Development Director, at 

AmyE@annbancroftfoundation.org or 612-361-8191 for more information.
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THANK YOU FOR 
A FANTASTIC 2024 
GIRLHOOD SUMMIT!
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Ann Bancroft Foundation 

2356 University Ave W, Suite 404 

Saint Paul, MN 55114-1892

Phone: 612-338-5752 

Email: info@annbancroftfoundation.org 

AnnBancroftFoundation.org
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